Neurotoxicity and neuroprotection in Parkinson's disease.
Recent findings of impaired mitochondrial function, altered iron metabolism and increased lipid peroxidation in the substantia nigra in Parkinson's disease emphasize the significance of oxidative stress and free radical formation in the pathogenesis of the disease. Future research will focus on improvements in neuroprotective therapy to prevent or slow the rate of progression of Parkinson's disease. Possible neuroprotective strategies include free radical scavengers, monoamine oxidase-B inhibitors, iron chelators and glutamate antagonists.